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Did you know?

 UNRWA partners with Japan and UN 
Habitat to support Palestine refugees 
returning to Dera’a camp, Syria (Relief 
Web)

 SFD and UN-Habitat discuss development 
projects in emerging countries (Saudi 
Gazette)

 MIA, UN-Habitat Conclude Regional 
Consultative Meeting on Nat’l Urban 
Policy Formation (FPA)

 OPINION: It’s time to rekindle the spirit 
of Stockholm 1972 (Thomson Reuters 
Foundation)

 UN-Habitat caps 1K Japan-funded 
permanent houses in Marawi (Philippine 
Information Agency)

 Can floating cities help coastal 
communities threatened by rising sea 
levels? (Euro News)

Dear Reader,

This week, HabPost goes to Katowice to explore the 
exciting activities planned for the eleventh session of 
the World Urban Forum (WUF 11). 

WUF 11 will feature opening and closing sessions, 
dialogues, roundtables, and a series of partner-
driven events - SDGs in Action, One-UN, Voices from 
Cities, Networking Events, Training Events, Urban 
Cinema and Urban Library. Read about these in our 
feature story, which includes resources and links to 
detailed events you might find useful.

We continue with our series of information bites on 
innovation. 

In this issue, we highlight the key takeaways from 
the Innovation Unit’s inaugural global webinar, 
where urban experts shared their reflections on the 
transformative innovations that change how we look 
at sustainable urbanisation. 

As usual, we look forward to hearing more from you 
on your activities and shared contributions in the 
coming weeks unhabitat-habpost@un.org

Happy Reading,

Lynne Karago 
Editor

News roundup
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https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/unrwa-partners-japan-and-un-habitat-support-palestine-refugees-returning-deraa-camp-syria-enar
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/unrwa-partners-japan-and-un-habitat-support-palestine-refugees-returning-deraa-camp-syria-enar
https://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/unrwa-partners-japan-and-un-habitat-support-palestine-refugees-returning-deraa-camp-syria-enar
https://saudigazette.com.sa/article/620929/SAUDI-ARABIA/SFD-UN-Habitat-discuss-development-projects-in-emerging-countries
https://saudigazette.com.sa/article/620929/SAUDI-ARABIA/SFD-UN-Habitat-discuss-development-projects-in-emerging-countries
https://frontpageafricaonline.com/news/mia-un-habitat-conclude-regional-consultative-meeting-on-natl-urban-policy-formation%EF%BF%BC/
https://frontpageafricaonline.com/news/mia-un-habitat-conclude-regional-consultative-meeting-on-natl-urban-policy-formation%EF%BF%BC/
https://frontpageafricaonline.com/news/mia-un-habitat-conclude-regional-consultative-meeting-on-natl-urban-policy-formation%EF%BF%BC/
https://news.trust.org/item/20220531043302-jgihm/
https://news.trust.org/item/20220531043302-jgihm/
https://pia.gov.ph/news/2022/05/26/un-habitat-caps-1k-japan-funded-permanent-houses-in-marawi
https://pia.gov.ph/news/2022/05/26/un-habitat-caps-1k-japan-funded-permanent-houses-in-marawi
https://www.euronews.com/next/2022/06/03/can-floating-cities-help-coastal-communities-threatened-by-rising-sea-levels
https://www.euronews.com/next/2022/06/03/can-floating-cities-help-coastal-communities-threatened-by-rising-sea-levels
https://www.euronews.com/next/2022/06/03/can-floating-cities-help-coastal-communities-threatened-by-rising-sea-levels


WUF presents an 
opportunity as a forward-
thinking, open-ended 
engagement platform 

for multi-stakeholder dialogue, 
collaboration, and Public-Private-
People cooperation. It aims to raise 
awareness and capture the knowledge 
of sustainable urbanisation among 
stakeholders and constituencies, 
including the public. This is done 
through inclusive, open debates, 
sharing lessons learned, exchanging 
best practices and good policies, and 
increasing coordination and cooperation 
to advance sustainable urbanisation.

The forum’s theme seeks to strengthen 
relationships and create linkages to 
accelerate the implementation of 
global urban commitments grounded 
in the achievement of Sustainable 
Development Goal 11.  This is the 
first WUF to be hosted in Eastern and 
Central Europe.  It is also the first WUF 
organised with the option of hybrid 
participation.  The hybrid model will be 
activated in most dialogues, special 

The Road to Katowice: 
World Urban Forum 11

UN-HABITAT BRAZIL/José Bernado Júnior

FEATURE STORY

The eleventh session of 
the World Urban Forum 
(WUF11) will take place in 
Katowice, Poland, from 26 
to 30 June 2022 under the 
theme Transforming our 
Cities for a Better Urban 
Future.

WUF11 is convened by UN-Habitat, 
and co-organized by Poland’s 

Ministry of Development Funds and 
Regional Policy and the Municipal 

Office of Katowice. 

sessions, roundtables, partners’ 
discussions and opening and closing 
sessions.

The theme’s relevance is stark as the 
world comes together to make cities 

and human settlements inclusive, safe, 
resilient, and sustainable, especially 
after the devastating effects of Covid-19 
and the refugee situation due to the 
crisis in Ukraine. Since the crisis in 
Ukraine unfolded, Poland has hosted 
more than three million Ukrainian 
refugees. Although most refugees have 
moved on and those that stayed are 
hosted within the community, major 
challenges in reconstruction within 
Ukraine still lie ahead. The WUF11 is an 
extraordinary World Urban Forum. It will 
include an added focus on urban crises 
response and recovery in its programme 
sessions and partner-led events across 
the Forum.
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During the first UN-Habitat Executive 
Board Meeting of 2022, the Government 
of Poland confirmed that the World 
Urban Forum would take place on 26-30 
June as earlier scheduled. Furthermore, 
Poland invited the Executive Board 
bureau members to join an advance 
mission to assess preparations for 
hosting WUF11. This was in response 
to concerns raised by Member States 
and stakeholders with regard to safety, 
security, logistical and programmatic 
matters arising from the crisis in 
Ukraine. 

The advance mission comprised the 
Bureau members and a representative 
from UN-Habitat’s Stakeholder Advisory 
Group (SAGE). They were supported 
by UN-Habitat teams working in the 
preparations of WUF11. The overall 
recommendation was the need to align 
the WUF programme with Domain 
of Change 4 (DOC4) “Effective urban 
crisis prevention and response” of UN-
Habitat’s strategic plan. 

A key result is the inclusion of a new 
“Extraordinary Dialogue on Urban Crisis 
Response” held on 27 June.  This is 
associated with two Special Sessions 
scheduled on 27 and 28 June. In the 
updated programme, approximately 30% 
of the partner-led events, mainly the 
Networking Events, have incorporated 
crisis and resilience-linked dimensions 
to sufficiently address urban crisis 
response.

WUF11 will feature opening and closing sessions, dialogues, roundtables, 
and a series of events hosted and facilitated by UN-Habitat, the 
Government of Poland, and partners. These will set the tone and identify 
pathways to shareable solutions to transform cities for a better urban 
future.

Partnership, collaboration, and sharing are core to the Forum’s interest as 
a marketplace of ideas, knowledge and solutions: driving cities towards a 
transformation that is inclusive, equitable, green, and resilient.

The Urban Expo is one of the most popular attractions at every WUF 
session; this edition in the gleaming Katowice International Congress 
Centre is likely to be the biggest ever. UN-Habitat has received a record 
total of 184 applications for exhibition space from 60 countries. As a result, 
110 exhibitors were allowed to showcase their best practice, cutting-edge 
technology, and demonstrations of how cities find answers to challenges 
in housing, transport, energy, and access to these that hinder inclusive and 
equitable development.

The journey to WUF11 follows 
the roadmap established by the 
New Urban Agenda: a globally 
shared vision for a better and more 
sustainable future with equal rights 
and access to the benefits and 
opportunities that cities can offer. The 
High-Level Meeting (HLM) was one of 
the key milestones in this journey as 
a gathering of a diverse spectrum of 
partners and policy actors.

The HLM is also an important 
building block in a series of events 
to accelerate the implementation 
of the NUA. For example, during 
the HLM late last month, a side 
event on the “Road to Katowice” 

presented opportunities and 
strengthened partnerships among 
the constituencies of the New Urban 
Agenda. 

It provided a platform to collate and 
include the outcomes of the HLM 
in the discussions on the means of 
implementing the New Urban Agenda 
during the constituent assemblies at 
the WUF11. It also raised awareness 
of the WUF11 by highlighting the 
engagement opportunities and roles 
of member states, local governments, 
civil society, grassroots organisations, 
academia, and the private sector, 
among other relevant stakeholders.

Key takeaways from the 
Katowice Advance Mission 
and impact on the WUF11 
Programme sessions

Road to Katowice 
A Side Event at HLM - New York

Opportunity to explore collaboration and 
partnerships at WUF11

WUF 11 program includes six categories of partner-
driven events: SDGs in Action, One-UN, Voices from 
Cities, Networking Events, Training Events, Urban 
Cinema and Urban Library.
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https://unhabitat.org/first-session-of-2022-of-the-executive-board
https://unhabitat.org/first-session-of-2022-of-the-executive-board
https://unhabitat.org/sites/default/files/documents/2019-09/strategic_plan_2020-2023.pdf
https://unhabitat.org/sites/default/files/documents/2019-09/strategic_plan_2020-2023.pdf
https://unhabitat.org/sites/default/files/documents/2019-09/strategic_plan_2020-2023.pdf
https://unhabitat.org/sites/default/files/documents/2019-09/strategic_plan_2020-2023.pdf
https://unhabitat.org/urban-crisis-dialogue-at-the-eleventh-session-of-the-world-urban-forum-in-poland
https://unhabitat.org/urban-crisis-dialogue-at-the-eleventh-session-of-the-world-urban-forum-in-poland
https://wuf.unhabitat.org/event-type/special-sessions
https://wuf.unhabitat.org/sites/default/files/2022-05/full%20programm.pdf
https://www.urbanagendaplatform.org/about
https://unhabitat.org/hlm-new-urban-agenda
https://unhabitat.org/hlm-new-urban-agenda
https://media.un.org/en/asset/k10/k10udaatja
https://wuf.unhabitat.org/main-events
https://wuf.unhabitat.org/main-events
https://wuf.unhabitat.org/main-events
https://wuf.unhabitat.org/main-events


This shall host 11 zones as part of the physical WUF11 legacy 
initiatives; Metrolab, Youth Village, Relax Zone, Science Zone, 
Innovation Zone, Central Zone, KATO Urban Corner, Culture 
and Art Zone, City of Music Zone, City 360, and Urban Cinema 
by Santander.

To learn more about the 11 zones on the initiatives, please 
access the page here. 

For more information about the WUF11, visit wuf.unhabitat.org or 
contact us at unhabitat-wuf@un.org

Katowice Declared 
Actions

SDG zones in the City of 
Katowice

The five-day event 
will conclude with the 
Katowice Declared 
Actions: recommendations 
that representatives of 
government, civil society 
and the private sector take 
back to their home cities 
for further discussion and 
implementation.

https://wuf11.katowice.eu/en/11-scen-2.htm
https://wuf.unhabitat.org/
mailto:unhabitat-wuf@un.org


INNOVATION CORNER

How are cities using Innovation as 
a transformative force to promote 
sustainable urbanization

Innovation continues to be a critical enabler in defining how cities can respond to 
contemporary challenges. The Innovation unit recently held its inaugural global 
webinar with urban experts reflecting on the transformative innovations that 
change how we look at sustainable urbanisation. 

Here are some of the key takeaways:

Professor Klopp, Co-Director 
Center for Sustainable Urban 
Development Earth Institute, 
Columbia University:

 � Open Cities foster diversity and creativity, local 
ecosystems, open, standardised data, and open-source 
software

 � City residents need to be in the driver’s seat when 
introducing changes

 � Avoid “technology goggles.” 

 � Focus on the problem whilst protecting people

 � A significant amount of work has to be done to overcome 
citizens’ resistance to data sharing, which often originates 
from the fact that they either do not have access to high-
quality data or do not understand the benefits of sharing 
it. Simultaneously, the commodification of data and 
corruption represent great challenges to this process. 

 � Be “smart enough” to achieve the SDGs, the New Urban 
Agenda or the Paris Agreement.

 � A people-centred approach was extremely important to 
tackle the general inconsistency of this aspect in existing 
smart city concepts, thereby emphasising her coined 
phrase of “smart enough cities - smart enough to be able 
to solve our problems.”

 � A smart city can only truly be based on the principle of 
equity by integrating this informal sector into its urban 
development processes. Implementing a social policy 
to direct resources into these neighbourhoods, e.g., as 
training services to youth, is indispensable to harness 
people’s local talents and innovative capacity within these 
communities.

 � Innovative solutions need to be scalable, replicable and 
capable of being adapted in a variety of specific urban 
environments

 � The Kigali platform for e-governance services was 
developed to allow citizens to complete public processes 
online, such as registering for driving licences and exams 
or requesting birth certificates.  Some of the actions 
involved:

 Engaging the private sector in innovation in the 
mobility sector

 Development of an online health consultation system

 Smart street lighting, free Wi-Fi in public spaces

 Development of small-scale infrastructure: bicycle 
sharing

 Planting of trees for climate change adaptation

 Adoption of a Smart City Masterplan

 Creation of opportunities for innovation and improved 
livelihoods 

 Strategic investment into technology to make a 
measurable positive impact on people’s lives 

 Launch of the Connecting Rwanda programme aimed 
at increasing smartphone penetration in the country

 Making access to technology equitable and affordable, 
ethical and inclusive

 Promoting the protection of citizen data that is used 
for city management

Dr. Merard Mpabwanamaguru, 
(Vice Mayor in charge of 
Urbanization and Infrastructure, 
Kigali, Rwanda):
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Pn. Maimunah Jaffar, (Lead 
Technology and Innovation, 
Iskandar Regional Development 
Authority, IRDA, Malaysia)

Mr Oumar Sylla, Director, 
Regional Office for Africa, 
UN-Habitat

The authority aims to:

 � Promote technology and innovation to improve 
productivity and quality of life

 � To plan, promote and facilitate the development of 
technology

 � Promote a culture of innovation towards 
commercialisation supported by a robust Intellectual 
Property Ecosystem 

 � Facilitate the local workforce participation in digital and 
Industry 4.0

 � Promote the adaptation and improvement of data 
transparency, access and accountability

 � Planning, promoting and facilitating the rollout of 
information technology infrastructure

Challenges, driving Smart Cities projects and programs:

 � Understanding the overall Smart City concept and its 
benefits

 � Data collection, sharing and privacy methodologies and 
enablers for Smart Cities

 � Implementation costs and project sustainability

 � A successful smart city plan needs to be based on 
understanding the existing urban challenges a city faces 
and prioritisation thereof to avoid the so-called rushed 
“smart city excitement”. 

 � Look at how the data can be standardised and structured 
so that when integrated and collated, all data will be 
formatted under one systematic catalogue. 

 � Consider the importance of adequate cybersecurity 
measures.

How African cities use innovation was a feature of the 
Regional Director’s reflections. He pointed to a number 
of opportunities and challenges in relation to the use of 
innovation, including.

 � The rapid urbanisation in Africa brings a high 
concentration of ideas and creativity to cities. Innovation 
could even fuel a boom in the informal sector which could 
benefit many

 � The opportunity to promote the younger generation to 
engage with innovation and technology

 � Engaging proactively with Smart Cities can enable 
economic transformation in Africa, particularly by 
leveraging the E-trade and e-commerce already in place.

Several interesting case studies across the continent 
are useful in understanding the capacity of innovative 
technologies and approaches to positively impact cities. 
These include Kenya’s initiative on financing and transport, 
land registration and digitalisation, Senegal’s transport 
system and Congo’s taxation system. Despite these, some 
fairly major challenges remain, including:

 � Basic planning system

 � Training capacity (need to establish centres of excellence)

 � Need for policy and regulation, especially to manage 
issues like the digital divide

 � People-centred design for smart cities.

How is innovation transforming the people 
and places you are working or within your 
team? Send us your reflections. 

The Innovation unit will undertake more webinars as part of its broader 
capacity development and skill-building initiatives on innovation.
For more information on this webinar and other innovation initiatives or 
any ideas on innovation topics you want to be covered, please contact 
Melissa Permezel.
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STAFF NEWS

New colleagues

Mary Wanjiku Wambui
Intern
Oversight and Internal Controls Unit
mary.wambui@un.org

Srijana Koirala
Intern
UN-Habitat Regional Office for Asia 
and the Pacific, Nepal Office
srijana.koirala@un.org

Njuhi Riitho
Intern
Oversight and Internal Controls Unit
njuhi.riitho@un.org

VACANCIES

Role
Associate Programme 
Management Officer, 
NOB 
Duty Station
Mombasa, Kenya
Deadline 
18 June 2022
Apply Here

Role
Programme 
Management Officer, 
NOC
Duty Station
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
Deadline 
25 June 2022
Apply Here

Role
Chief of Section, P3
Duty Station
Nairobi, Kenya
Deadline 
01 July 2022
Apply Here

Role
Associate 
Coordination Officer, 
NOB
Duty Station
Nairobi, Kenya
Deadline 
13 June 2022
Apply Here
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https://careers.un.org/lbw/jobdetail.aspx?id=181336&Lang=en-US
https://careers.un.org/lbw/jobdetail.aspx?id=179657&Lang=en-US
https://careers.un.org/lbw/jobdetail.aspx?id=181566&Lang=en-US
https://careers.un.org/lbw/jobdetail.aspx?id=182660&Lang=en-US
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11th Session of the World Urban Forum

The theme of WUF11, Transforming 
Our Cities for a Better Urban Future, will 
highlight a state of informed preparedness 
that provides us with the opportunity to 
anticipate change, correct the course 
of action if necessary, and become 
more knowledgeable on the different 
possibilities that the future of cities offers. 
It also illuminates how policy, strategies 
and actions can promote desirable 
futures.

IWA World Water Congress and 
Exhibition - Water for smart, liveable 
cities

Held in Copenhagen, Denmark, the 
#WorldWaterCongress & Exhibition will 
report on the water sector’s progress 
on the Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs). The emphasis will be on SDG6, 
dedicated to water and sanitation. The 
event will also highlight and explore the 
interwoven relation of water with all 17 
global SDGs.

High-Level Political Forum under the 
auspices of ECOSOC

The meeting of the HLPF in 2022 will be 
held from Tuesday, 5 July, to Thursday, 
7 July, and from Monday, 11 July, to 
Friday, 15 July 2022, under the auspices 
of the Economic and Social Council. This 
includes the three-day ministerial segment 
of the forum from Wednesday, 13 July, 
to Friday, 15 July 2022, as a part of the 
high-level segment of the Council. The 
theme for the HLPF 2022 will be“Building 
back better from the coronavirus disease 
(COVID-19) while advancing the full 
implementation of the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development”.

58th ISOCARP World Planning 
Congress – From Wealthy to Healthy 
Cities

The World Planning Congress of City 
and Regional Planners in Brussels. The 
congress will be organised from 3 to 7 
October 2022, and will include technical 
tours, plenary sessions, workshops, 
walkshops and networking events. 

World Migratory Bird Day

World Migratory Bird Day (WMBD) is 
an annual awareness-raising campaign 
highlighting the need to conserve 
migratory birds and their habitats. It has a 
global outreach and is an effective tool to 
help raise global awareness of the threats 
faced by migratory birds, their ecological 
importance, and the need for international 
cooperation to conserve them.

JUN

09

New European Bauhaus Festival

The New European Bauhaus initiative is 
now moving from the co-design phase, 
which collected more than 2,000 pieces 
of insight from all over Europe during 
the first six months of 2021, to the 
delivery phase. The communication 
from the European Commission on the 
New European Bauhaus shared in mid-
September creates the framework for 
actions to follow

Key
dates

26 – 30 June 2022

11th Session of the World Urban Forum

UPCOMING EVENTS AND CORPORATE CALENDAR
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Participate!
Want your story featured? Submit your ideas or 
reach out to us at unhabitat-habpost@un.org.

Advisors: Maimunah Mohd Sharif, Executive Director 
Leads: Neil Khor, Amy Wood 
Coordinator and editor: Lynne Karago 
Design & Layout: Michael Lusaba
Contributors:  Helen Odera; Melissa Permezel; Theo Silberstone; Dennis Mwamati

Editorial Team

The Regional Assessment on Urban Vulnerability and 
Resilience in Southern African Development Community 
Member States is out!

The Southern African Development Community (SADC) is urbanising 
particularly fast. The region is home to a diverse consortium of vibrant 
market towns, rural communities, intermediary cities, and metropolises, 
with tremendous green economic growth and innovation opportunities. 
Despite this, SADC faces threats from various extreme natural hazards, 
made more frequent and severe by the growing impact of climate 
change, but reducing urban vulnerability and building resilience is critical 
to allowing sustainable urban development. 

This report provides the basis for a much-needed urban resilience 
framework in the region, including:

The publication is now available here.

For more information, please contact 
Selene Angelone and Theo Silberstone. 

HS Number: HS/047/21E
ISBN Number: 978-92-1-132889-9

UN-Habitat.org

Regional Assessm
ent on U

rban Vulnerability and Resilience in Southern African Developm
ent Com

m
unity M

em
ber StatesUNITED NATIONS HUMAN SETTLEMENTS PROGRAMME

P.O. Box 30030, Nairobi 00100, Kenya
UN-Habitat-info@un.org

Regional 
Assessment
on Urban Vulnerability and Resilience 
in Southern African Development 
Community Member States
Strengthening Capacities for Reducing Urban Vulnerability 
and Building Resilience in Southern Africa

Regional 
Assessment
on Urban Vulnerability and Resilience 
in Southern African Development 
Community Member States

Transforming our Cities
for a Better Urban Future

An examination of urban disaster 
risk and resilience in the region

Measures to foster institutional 

Vulnerability profiles for 
each country

Policy discussions

City-level analyses of vulnerability

https://unhabitat.org/regional-assessment-on-urban-vulnerability-and-resilience-in-southern-african-development-community
mailto:selene.angelone@un.org
mailto:theo.silberston@un.org
https://wuf.unhabitat.org/
https://wuf.unhabitat.org/

